The vertebrate body is supported by a bony skeleton, which is largely formed by endochondral ossification. To ensure normal bone growth, differentiation of chondrocytes has to be tightly regulated. One of the major regulators of this process is the growth factor Indian hedgehog (Ihh). Endochondral ossification is impaired in Ihh mutant mice due to disturbed chondrocyte proliferation and differentiation.
In vertebrates hedgehog signalling is transduced by the transcription factors Gli2 and Gli3, which can form both a transcrip- 
